Inhalation anesthesia in adult cattle.
An inhalation technique was used for anesthesia during ileal cannulation in five adult cows. Following sedation with intravenous acepromazine, anesthesia was induced intravenously with thiopental sodium in 5% glyceryl guaiacolate solution. Endotracheal intubation was performed and anesthesia maintained with halothane in oxygen via a circle system with a precision vaporizer. In all cases, induction was smooth and no difficulties were experienced during the maintenance of anesthesia. Total anesthesia time was 1.5 to 2.5 hours. Following completion of the surgical procedure, which was performed with the animal in left lateral recumbency, each cow was rolled to a sternal position and supported, if necessary. The endotracheal tube was left in place, with oxygen administration continued, until the animal was able to swallow. Recoveries were rapid and all animals were ambulatory within 30 minutes after completion of the surgery. The only post-operative complication due to anesthesia was transient mouth soreness in two cases, attributed to the use of a mouth speculum during intubation.